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       Dear Friends, 
I am writing this after spending an energizing evening with some of the leaders of our congregation.  Dr. J. Richard 
Short, the General Presbyter of Eastern Virginia, presented us with some exciting new approaches to ministry.  
Much of the material can be found in Direct Hit by Paul Borden.  This book is available in our church library.  
Some of those ideas seemed quite radical, while others are very basic and Biblical.  As a Session, we have not yet 
determined whether to pursue this approach to ministry.  But some of the ideas are well worth considering, whether 
or not we buy “the whole enchilada.” 
 
I’ll begin with a premise we can readily agree on.  As a church, we have already established our mission statement 
as precisely that recommended by this “new” approach to healthy church growth.  That is, the Great Commission, 
given by Jesus in Matthew 28:19-20. 
 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  

and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.” 
 
As a starting place, let us each give thought and prayer to what we have done (or left undone) that relates to the 
business of “making disciples.”  I would even go farther than that, saying we need to examine ourselves to deter-
mine whether we ourselves are living as faithful and committed disciples.  Ask yourself: “Have I made Jesus Christ 
the Lord of my life?  Am I seeking to follow Christ’s will for my own life?  If I have, how is that evident in the 
choices I  make every day?” 
 
Each of our leaders (and that certainly includes many who are not on Session!) needs to ask himself or herself, 
“What am I doing to lead others into the way of discipleship?  As I go along on this journey of faith, am I bringing 
others along on the path?  Who am I mentoring in their faith-walk?” 
 
I thank you for your faithfulness to God and to the Gospel.  I am grateful for the many ways you support the minis-
try of Christ’s Church here and far beyond the bounds of this building.  Through your witness, others are being 
reached for Christ, sometimes without your being aware of it.  You are unique and special, and your participation 
makes us a better church.  We are already God’s children, and nothing we do will make God love us more.  But it is 
possible that we can grow individually and as a body in ways that please God so much more! 
 
       In the Spirit of Christ, 
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f{xVÜtuáV{tÑàxÜM  The Red Hats, will car pool July 3rd,  
leaving the Wythe church parking lot at 10:30 a.m., to  travel to 
The Swann’s Terrace in Virginia Beach.   Shared gas expenses! 

  

   
INDEPENDENCE  DAYINDEPENDENCE  DAYINDEPENDENCE  DAY   

            JULY  JULY  JULY  200820082008   

July Day  Time  Event       

  3 Thu    11:30 a.m. Red Hats meet at  
                    Swann’s Terrace, VB.  
     6:45 p.m. Praise Team 
       7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
  4 Fri   Independence Day-Happy 4th! 
  6 Sun   Sunday School 
              9:30 a.m. Adult Hymn Study       
                        Worship Service 
                    11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
  7     Mon    6:30 p.m. VBS Postcard Party 
  8     Tue    7-8 p.m. Complaint-Free World 
  9     Wed    12:00 p.m. BUNCO at S. Davis 
 10    Thu    6:45 p.m. Praise Team 
     7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 13  Sun         Sunday School 
              9:30 a.m. Adult Hymn Study       
                          Worship Service 
                    11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
             6:30 p.m. Session Fellowship 
     7:00 p.m. Business Meeting 
 15    Tue    6:00 p.m. Dinner Do-ers, IHOP  
                     7-8 p.m. Complaint-Free World 
 16    Wed   12:00 p.m. Newsletter deadline 
 17 Thu    6:45 p.m. Praise Team 
     7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir  
 20    Sun            Sunday School 
              9:30 a.m. Adult Hymn Study       
                          Worship Service 
                    11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 22    Tue    7-8 p.m. Complaint-Free World 
 24  Thu   11:30 a.m. Lunch Bunch 
     6:45 p.m. Praise Team 
     7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 27     Sun             Sunday School 
              9:30 a.m. Adult Hymn Study       
                          Worship Service 
     11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
  29    Tue    10:00 a.m. Newsletter mailing 
           7-8 p.m. Complaint-Free World 
  31    Thu    6:45 p.m. Praise Team 
     7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 

HGMCDC is accepting chil-
dren, ages 2 1/2 to 8 years old 
for the Summer Fun program.  
For more information, please 

call Norma Topping at 245-8635. 

Witness  and  Mission:  
Many  thanks to all  
who donated clothes to 
Carver Memorial P.C.'s 
clothes closet. We took 
three carloads of 
clothes! They have  
been sorted  by  season,  and 
summer  clothes  are  on the  
racks  ready for whoever needs 
them. Suzy Cothran, Meg West, 
and Marg Jensen had a great 
time working alongside men 
and women from Carver, and 
plan to do it again soon.  Join us 
next time! We continue to need 
your clothing donations.  
Global Missions Celebration: 
“Go therefore and make disci-
ples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the father 
and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all things that I have com-
manded you.” Matt. 28: 19-20. 
On Sunday, Sep.14, we will 
celebrate Global Missions dur-
ing worship through songs, 
prayers, and the sermon.  Tues-
day, Sep. 16, there will be a pot-
luck dinner with food from  
(Cont. on page 3) 

July through August, the Adult Sunday  
School class will offer a Hymn Study, 
led by Glenn Winters.    

Church Clean Up Saturday, June 7 
Thanks to John Muir, Steve McGeorge, 
Art & Marg Jensen, Ruth Sanders, Meg 
West, Clyde Morrow, Kenny Julian, Skip 
& Suzy Cothran! 

Call me “Miss Responsible!” 
 

Meg West  is  among  the  most  
dedicated  and cheerful workers  
this church has ever seen!   
Whenever the call for help goes  
out to  the church,  Meg  makes  
herself  available.  It  would  be  
difficult  to   name  an  area  of  
ministry where she has not been  
of  assistance!  She works with our secretary Ruth 
Glass in the office  every week.  She is present for 
every church work day the  Properties Committee 
holds. She moves food and clothing from the  Wit-
ness and Mission Committee’s collection centers to 
their intended destinations.  She  helps  with set-up 
and  clean-up for fellowship  meals.  As  a  church, 
we owe a debt of gratitude to Meg.  As individuals, 
we can see in her a fine example of what a Christ-
like attitude in servant-ministry looks like.                        
                         THANK YOU, MEG!  

“Well done, good and faithful servant!” 
(Matthew 25:23) 



 

To add or delete a name, call the church 
office at 245-3593.  If you are hospitalized, 
call Rev. Suzy Cothran, 575-0122 .  
Bold type = Special Need!    
* = Friend of the church 
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            COUPLES’  BIBLE   STUDY 
      The "Growing Together in 
Christ" for Couples 6-week Bible 
Study will be   facilitated Sunday eve-
nings by the McGeorges at their home,  
1601 Chesapeake Avenue, Hampton.  
Time:   6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
*Dates:  July 20, 27, Aug 3,17, 24,  and  
Sep 7.  Dinner is  provided. If you need 
childcare, let us know. An anonymous 
donor has provided funds for childcare 
if needed. 
* If you will be gone a session or two, 
that's okay! You'll still be  enriched by 
the study. 

 

 

 

 
Pictured below are Brian and Patricia 
Berkley, Amber and John Thomas,  
Barbara and Leonard Thomas on (June 8, 
2008,  Yorktown VA.) 

Berkley-Thomas Wedding 

                Prayer Needs: 
Shirley Davis 
Pat Fromal 
  Friends and Family: 
Shirley Southern’s family: Frank, spouse 
received a good report; Gary Huskey, son-
in-law; Sarah Glover, sister. 
Sinclair family members, Chris Sanchez 
and  Mary Berry.  
Chris Topping and  Bryce James, (Carolyn 
James’ grandson), both serving in Iraq. 
Olive Tigner, Jen Menzels’ grandmother.    
Kate Radermacher, HGMCDC teacher. 
Karen Tracy, Tyler Woodward’s friend. 
Don Moody, Jeanne Peters' uncle. 
Michelle Wingate, Mary Brown’s friend. 
Ron  Harris, Green family uncle. 
Maya, friend of Thatchers. 
Loretta King. 
Megan McGeorge, daughter, and William 
Brown, friend of Steve McGeorge.   

Members in Senior  
Living Facilities: 
The Chesapeake 
Violet McCreery * 
Ann Sterrett 
Coliseum Park Nursing Home 
Eloise Verell 
Ada Mae Plott 
The Devonshire 
Audrey Crum* 
Edith Inman  
Betty Peterson  
Kathyrn Rowe 
Eunice Smith (new) 
James River Convalescent Center 
Hazel Hedgebeth   
Riverside Convalescent Center 
Mercedes Crum 
Catherine Dunbar 
Homebound Members 
Harry Becker        Pearl Burns 
Becky Carwile      Dot Golden 
Evelyn Edwards 
Bob & Susan Simpson 

       Joy! Joy!  Joy!  
 
 
 

Bill Still received a good 
one-year report.  
 

Grant Cothran, accepted a 
position with the Virginia 
Economic Development  
Partnership.  
 

Christina Houghton gradu-
ates from Riverside School 
of  Nursing. 
 

Kate Radamacher, teacher   
with HGMCDC, had a good        
     report from the surgeons.  

Johnny Carwile (Camp Pendleton, V.B.)  
Pat DeWitt (Florida) 
Bryce James (Iraq)  
Clyde Morrow (Norfolk) 
Jason Stewart (Chesapeake) 
Christopher  Topping (Iraq) 

                              Keep Our  Military   

                                 Members in Prayer  

Farewell to  
Justin and Cheryl  
Borrego Hansen and  
family, as they move  
to Tennessee!  

Marriage Enrichment  
ACME: The Association for Couples in 
Marriage Enrichment at the 2008 Mid-
Atlantic Regional Conference is Nov. 7-8 
at the Mary Immaculate Hospital Resource    
Center. For more information, contact   
Barbara or Chris Christensen at (757)    
874-7585 or see the church bulletin board.   

Aldersgate United Methodist invites all 
children to their Vacation Bible School. 
July 7-11, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.  Please 
call 245-7904 for more information.  

(Global Mission: Cont. from page 2) 
Mexico, Thailand, India, etc.  The mis-
sion program following dinner will cele-
brate global mission activities of our 
church and others.  We will sing in     
another language, both children and 
adults.  This will be a time for global 
mission awareness and mission celebra-
tion.  Mark your calendars now! Come 
out in September for information and 
FUN! (More details will be in the next 
newsletter.)   
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OUR CHURCH STAFF:  
Reverend Susan Cothran, Pastor 
Ruth Glass, Secretary  
Glenn Winters, Choir &  
 Praise Team Director 
Jeanne Peters, Organist 
Christine Maculley, Treasurer 
Norma Topping, Director,  
 Helen G. Muir Child  
 Development Center 
Norris “Mac” McKoy, Custodian 
In case of immediate pastoral need, 

call 575-0122. 

We all know how tiresome it is to be around 
people who complain all the time.  We may not 
realize that we are one of them! “Complaining 
has become such an automatic response to life’s 
little setbacks that people don’t even realize 
they’re doing it,” says Will Bowen, author of our 
book for July’s discussion.    The premise of the 
book is very simple: 1) Begin to wear the 
“Complaint Free” bracelet or a rubber band on 
either wrist. 2) When you catch yourself com-
plaining, gossiping, or criticizing, move the 
bracelet to the other wrist and begin again. 3) 
Repeat as often as necessary.*  That’s so simple. 
Why do we need to meet four weeks for that?  
The goal is to make it for 21 days in a row with-
out complaining.  It takes that long for a habit to 
be broken and a new pattern to be established.  
Most of us will not be able to accomplish the 
goal within the month of July.  But, together, we 
will share our successes and failures, our in-
sights, and prayers.  We will begin to refocus on  

how much goodness God has put in 
out lives. Together we will reduce the 
number of complaints that our friends, 
family, and coworkers have to endure.   
This short-term group is all about 
practical Christian living.  If you want 
us to buy a book for you at the dis-
counted price of $12, leave a message 
at the church office by June 29th.  You 
will benefit from reading the book, but 
it is not required.  You will benefit 
from attending all four sessions, but 
drop-ins are welcome as well.  We 
hope to see you there! 
 *I found that I had to switch  
 so often that I broke my first 
 bracelet after three days.  We 
 have ordered sturdy “official” 
 complaint-free bracelets for 
 those who would like to take the 
 challenge, whether or not you 
 attend the group.  Suzy Cothran                      

A Complaint-Free World.  How to Stop Complaining and Start Enjoying the Life You Always Wanted. 

Our July Study meets four Tuesdays in July: the 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th, from 7-8p.m., in the Ladies’ Bible Class.    
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