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     Wythe           News 
                    Dear Friends,  
 
They say that all good things must come to an end, but no one said we have to like it.  I have recently shared 
with the Session my realization that God is calling me to leave the service of Wythe Presbyterian Church.  I 
have thought and prayed long and hard about this, and, as difficult as the decision has been, I know the time 
has come.  The Session is calling a congregational meeting at the conclusion of worship November 15th, so the 
congregation might concur in the dissolution of my call as of December 31, 2009.  That time frame will enable 
us to say our farewells and for the elders to prepare for an orderly transition.  A Transition Team (Steve 
McGeorge, Bill Still, and Shirley Davis) has been selected from among the Session, and they will take the ap-
propriate steps to conclude my service with you and to recommend an interim pastor.   
 
I have loved being your pastor, and sharing our journey together.  By far the hardest part of this decision from 
my perspective is that I will not be a part of this congregation any longer, and I will no longer be a pastor to 
the members and friends of this church, whom I hold so dear to my heart.  Ten years is a long time!  I’ve seen 
children grow from infancy and teens grow to adulthood.  I’ve conducted a wedding for some of you, only to 
have you return a few years later with babes in arms for me to baptize.  It is almost overwhelming to look out 
at the congregation and remember the day I baptized some of you as adults, or even your entire family on one 
day!  I’ve been with some of you in the most significant times of life, and it has been precious to me.  The 
number of saints who have gone to glory in the past decade is more than I can recall.  From birth to death, we 
have shared in one another’s joys and struggles.  These are the stuff life is made of.  It has been most gratify-
ing to make this journey with you. 
 
When I came here ten and a half years ago, I had a clear sense of God’s call to this church and a vision for the 
work to be accomplished.  I knew we needed to bring in a new generation of members; we needed to shift 
more of our attention to the local neighborhood in which we find ourselves; and we needed to develop a new 
leadership core.  It pleases me to realize our successes in each of those areas.  You have been a warm and wel-
coming congregation, one who makes it possible for those who are seeking a church family to find one here.  
At the same time, you have maintained a commitment to reach out to those beyond our doors in mission.   To 
be fair, the areas we have not been as successful are worship attendance, membership, and overall giving. 
 
I did not know this would be the way this would end when I asked you to make it possible for me to share time 
with United Campus Ministries.  I knew I would be stretched thin to try to fulfill my obligations in both areas, 
but I thought it could be worked out.  But the issues brought about by this change have served as a distraction 
from focusing on the goals we have so recently approved.  I have learned over a lifetime that when you know 
something is not going to work, it is better to face the truth and try to move on.  I hope this transition will 
make it possible for the congregation to discover a new sense of identity and vision, with renewed commit-
ment and enthusiasm among the membership, and that I will find new challenges and success at Christopher 
Newport University. 
 
I will be keeping you in my prayers, and I trust you will do the same for me. 



Wythe News 

 

Festival of Church Music 
November 1 at 4:00 p.m. 

Hidenwood Presbyterian Church 
414 Hiden Blvd., Newport News 

This is the annual fundraiser to 
support United Campus Ministries 
at Christopher Newport Univer-
sity. 7-8 churches will offer choir, 
instrumental and solo perform-
ances, there will also be an oppor-
tunity for everyone to sing hymns. 

 

 

 P.W. Circle 
 November 3 at 1 p.m. 

 At the home of Jo Sinclair, 
 226 Raleigh Ave. 

 Bring a non-perishable food  
 item for the food pantry 

 

Fun Filled Family Fall Festival 
November 8, 2009 

3:00—5:00pm 
 

The Christian Education Committee 
and the Fellowship Committee are 
hosting a fall family festival to cele-
brate the coming of Fall.  We will 
have indoor and outdoor games; 
crafts to take home; a sing along and 
yummy fall snacks.  This event is 
open to all ages. Don’t miss the 
family fun! 

f{xVÜtuáV{tÑàxÜ 
October Luncheon  

November 5 at 11:30 a.m. 
At Anna’s on Big Bethel 

  The Christian Education Committee 
 

Wythe's Got Talent! 
 

   The Christian Education Committee is sponsoring our annual Talent 
Show on Sunday, December 13, 2009, following our Christmas dinner 
and Children's Christmas play. Last year we had some wonderful per-
formances and would like to top them this year. Now is the time to start 
planning what you'd like to perform. Cindy Levy is collecting names/
acts for this show so just let her know. See you then! 
 

   The CE committee would also like to remind you of the wonderful 
and free materials we have available in the church library. One example 
is the book The Red Tent by Anita Diamant. This is a fictional story of 
Dinah, daughter of Jacob, and of her mothers: Leah, Rachel, Zilpah, and 
Bilhah. The author quickly engages the reader in her tale of the traditions 
and turmoil of ancient womanhood, thereby presenting the Old Testa-
ment life from the point of view of a woman. In the tradition of Mer-
cedes Crum and Libby Smith, who regularly suggested novels to in-
crease our faith, we are recommending this book to all the women of our 
congregation, as well as any man who would like to learn more about 
how the women of the Old Testament lived.  
 

SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY FOR STRESSED FOLKS!  
 

   The Christian Education Committee of Wythe Presbyterian Church 
is hosting a five-session small group Bible study entitled: "WHEN THE 
GOING GETS TOUGH: FINDING HOPE AND JOY IN OUR TRI-
ALS."  This interactive study attempts to identify and connect the trials 
every human being experiences with the Biblical sources of strength, 
comfort, and guidance every Christian desires.  It is open to all persons 
18 years and older. All you need to bring is your Bible, writing materi-
als, and an open mind and heart. The teacher-facilitator is the Rev. Art 
Jensen.  
 

   The Tuesday evening sessions will run from 6:45—8:15 p.m. at 
Wythe Presbyterian Church, Ladies’ Bible Classroom, on these sched-
uled dates: November 3, 10 (November 10 will run 30 minutes longer).  
Child care will be provided at no cost to you; however, we recommend 
that you contact Elder Cindy Levy, 930-9688, in advance of classes to 
arrange for your child care. 

Recycle, Repurpose, Reuse 
 

Calling all Corn Stalks and Hay Bales! 
Don’t know what to do with your corn stalks  

and hay bales from Halloween? 
Save them for us to use at the Fun Filled Family  

Fall Festival on November 8, 2009. 
Do you Have some torn up old clothes and are  

getting ready to throw them away?   
Save them for the Scarecrow building workshop on November 8th. 

Please contact Beverley Peterson-Allen 
Call: 838-1157 or email: butchallen2@verizon.net 





Missionaries 
Dr. Mike & R.N. Nancy Haninger 
will be taking a leave of absence 
from their ministry in the Congo. 
Please pray for them and the on 

going ministry. To read the Haninger’s newslet-
ter go to  http://pcusa.org/missionconnections 
and follow the links. 

Health Concerns 
Fred & Bernice Mat-
thews (Bernice is at Riv-
erside following a stroke. 

Military 
• Adam Combs* (Hampton) 
• Christopher  Topping 

(Hampton) 
• Pat DeWitt (Florida) 
• Bryce James* (Oklahoma)  
• Clyde Morrow (Norfolk) 
• Kevin Ziarnowski* 

(Afghanistan) 
• Galen Negaard* (Afghanistan) 
• Jason Stewart (New Jersey) 
• Charles King* (Afghanistan) 

Bold Type = Special Need!  To add or delete a name, call the church office at 245-3593. If you are hospitalized, call Suzy Cothran at 575-0122 
* Friend of the Church 

Keep our  
Military Members  

in Prayer! 

College Students 
Christopher Newport  
University 
 Michael Baggett 
 Anna Feucht 
 Dylan Walker 
William and Mary 
 Jennifer Stolz 
Virginia Military  
Institute 
 Stephen Stolz 

Joys! Joys! Joys! 
 

Joy! Stephen Smith (son of  
Eunice and Kent Smith) and Page 

Love Hansen were married October 
10th by Pastor Suzy Cothran. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
OUR PRAYER LIST 

November 2009 

 Family and Friends 
• Galdys Onufrak  
• Millie Ricketts—Broke her wrist 
• Skip Cothran—Knee surgery 
• Shirley Southern’s sister’s cancer has re-

turned 
• Vann Walter’s Throat Cancer 
• Joy Allen’s Mom—Ovarian cancer (friend 

of Barbara McGeorge) 
• Bill Brown—Cancer (McGeorges’ friend) 
• Myrna Bickhart—Extended illness (wife of 

PEVA Stated Clerk, Don Bickhart) 
• Linda & John Roche (Lisa Thatcher’s fam-

ily) 
• Amaya Sims (7-year-old) - a return of brain 

cancer 

Members in Senior 
Living 

The Chesapeake 
• Violet McCreery  
• Ann Sterrett 
Coliseum Park Nursing 

Home 
• Ada Mae Plott  
The Devonshire 
• Audrey Crum* 
• Edith Inman  
• Kathyrn Rowe 
• Eunice Smith  
• Frank King 
James River Convales-

cent Center 
• Hazel Hedgebeth   
Riverside Convalescent 

Center 
• Catherine Dunbar 
Dominion Village  
    Poquoson 
• Betty Peterson  

Homebound Members 
Harry Becker 
Becky Carwile 
Dede King 
Johnny Carwile 

Thank You Letters! 
Art and Lisa Thatcher send their appreciation 
for the partial camp scholarship given to Gra-
ham and Caroline to attend Makemie Woods. 
 

Brenda and George Griffin express their thanks 
for the many expressions of concern and sup-
port during George’s surgery earlier this year 
and Brenda’s recent hospitalization.  

Sympathy 
 

To Rev. Dr. Donald R. Broad  
and the family and friends of 

Collie Broad 
who passed away October, 

2009 

 

 

Farewell! 
John & Amber Thomas have transferred their 

membership to Yorkminister Presbyterian 
Church. 



November 

 

November 14 at 8:00 a.m. 
Oasis Restaurant on Kecoughtan 

Congregational Meeting 
November 15 at 12 p.m. 

Following worship  

Cub Scout Pack 320 
 

Popcorn was a great success! We are planning to  
have a Food drive to collect food to distribute for 

Thanksgiving! More details to follow!  
 

Remember that dens meet every Thursday at Arm-
strong or the church so stop by to  

get more information! 
 

Amie Tugwell & Phil Siff 

Girl Scout Troop 1327 
 

Saturday, Nov 7 5:30- 9:30 pm Va Air and       
 Space: The Science of Beauty program 
Monday, Nov 9 - meeting 6:30-7:30 pm at the church  
Saturday, Nov 21 Shoot For Silver Cadettes only  
   (6-8th grade)  
Contact Lisa Thatcher at home at 726-2110 
Girls in 4th-8th grades are welcome to join our Junior/
    Cadette Troop! 

 

 The Witness and Mission Committee 
 

   This past month was filled with so many opportunities for helping 
others in our community and educating ourselves about a variety of po-
tential mission activities in our neighborhood for the months ahead. A 
number of volunteers from Wythe PC joined H.E.L.P. on October 3rd 
for blood pressure, diabetes, vision and hearing screening for the home-
less and uninsured. More people came for this free service than could be 
seen in one day, and are being scheduled for appointments in November.  
Special thanks go to Joanne Julian, Makesha Sink, and Christina Hough-
ton for their participation. 

      Also, many thanks to everyone who participated 
in Home Mission Sunday on October 11th, and  the 
Home Mission Awareness Pot Luck Supper on Friday, 
October 16th. The Friday night celebration became 
hilarious at times! Hopefully, someone got pictures! 

Our three speakers encouraged us to reach out to the community in a va-
riety of ways. You will be hearing more about this soon as Witness and 
Mission Committee organizes community mission projects in the months 
to come. For now, there are a number of things to think about and pray 
about as the giving season approaches, and the new year is within sight.   
   The Christmas Joy Gift Offering in December will provide the 
PCUSA Board of Pensions with funds to provide grants to Presbyterian 
ministers and other church workers who, for a variety of reasons, are 
struggling to make ends meet. Last year, grants totaled more than six 
million dollars, two and a half million of which came from the Joy  
Offering. Prayerfully consider your gift this year. 
   November and December are the months when we start think-
ing about gifts for family and friends. Think "Alternative Giving" 
this year!  Forms are available on the bulletin board to give a variety of 
unusual gifts. Last year, giving included flocks of chickens to grandchil-
dren, so every morning when they ate an egg, they were reminded of the 
gift that was feeding children across the world. Gifts of goats, heifers, 
and Manenga trees were given in the congregation also.   
 Upcoming in late January or early February we will again 
participate in Nights Welcome. Continue to collect toiletry 

items for the homeless, and pray that this season will 
provide for all those who need shelter during the winter, and that 
our church's involvement will be a blessing to the homeless and to 
us. We will give you the date for our night as soon as we can. 

        Marg Jensen 

Poinsettias!    
It’s that time of year    

 again! Wythe will be ordering    
 Poinsettias for Christmas! If you     

Would like to order, they are $12  
a piece. Order forms are will be in the 

Church Bulletin as well as on the Flower 
     Calendar. All orders are due by  
     Dec. 6th. Please pay when you  

     order. Contact Jackie Swan  
    with questions at 357-7813.  

They are $8 Each—see Beverly 
Peterson-Allen to pay for and get 

your T-Shirt! 

Wythe  
T-Shirts are 

here! 

 

Would you like to help 
out with the Newsletter? 
If so please call the 
Church Office (245-3593) 

or email us at: wythepres@ 
wythepresbyterian.com for more 
information! 

Save the Date! 
December 13th 

Talent Show  
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Wythe Presbyterian Church (USA) 
“The Little Church with the Big Heart!” 

September  2009 

Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 
151 Robinson Road 
Hampton, VA 23661 
Phone: 757-245-3593 
Fax: 757-245-1606 
wythepres@wythepresbyterian.org 
Website: www.wythepresbyterian.org 

OUR CHURCH STAFF:  
Reverend Susan Cothran, Pastor 
John Caleb McClure, Admin. Ass’t. 
Glenn Winters, Choir &  
 Praise Team Director 
Jeanne Peters, Organist 
Christine Maculley, Treasurer 
Norma Topping, Director,  
 Helen G. Muir Child  
 Development Center 
Norris “Mac” McKoy, Custodian 
In case of immediate pastoral need, 

call 575-0122. 
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