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                   Dear Friends: 
 

It’s hard to believe our time together as pastor and congregation will be completed in just a few weeks.  These 
past ten and a half years have been a wonderful experience for me, and I am grateful to God for the many op-
portunities I have had here. 
 

“I thank my God every time I remember you!”  (Phil.1:3) The words of Apostle Paul, written so long ago, 
express my sentiments very well.  Wythe Church has demonstrated a spirit of openness that few congregations 
do: to newcomers, to new possibilities, to the Spirit’s leading… These are qualities that will contribute to your 
success as you move into the next chapter in your life’s story.  The Methodists may have coined the phrase, 
but Wythe Church lives out the theme: “Open hearts, open minds, open doors!”  When a very pregnant mili-
tary wife showed up one Sunday, it was no time before the congregation stepped in as a surrogate family to her 
while her husband was deployed, providing support, meals, and baby clothes.  When a pew-full of refugees 
from Myanmar walked in, you welcomed them as you should: as brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

“I thank my God every time I remember you!”  Whether it was riding on a trolley to go Christmas caroling, 
showing your silly side in a “No-Talent Talent show,” or making scarecrows on the front lawn, Wythe Church 
has demonstrated over and over that church can be fun!  It has been important to us to break bread together 
often, as they did in the early church: sharing meals together at church, in one another’s homes, and in restau-
rants, and even at Ft. Monroe has been a joy.  Bible School and Christmas Pageants have been simultaneously 
among the most fatiguing and most thrilling events each year.  When our children and youth have led worship 
in choir or by participating as liturgists, my heart nearly bursts with pride. 
 

“I thank my God every time I remember you!”  Folks at Wythe Church aren’t afraid to get their hands dirty.  
When major storms have come to our area, the members and friends of Wythe Church rolled up their sleeves 
to remove trees, vacuum up water, and even offer a hot meal to those without power.  When asked to spend a 
Saturday maintaining and improving our building and grounds, sometimes half of our worshipping congrega-
tion has shown up!  Wythe Church is one of the visual jewels in this neighborhood, and that is thanks to the 
plain-old-fashioned hard work that you have done.  At the same time, we remember that “Charity may begin at 
home, but it doesn’t end there.”  You know that, “Just because you can’t do everything, doesn’t mean you 
should do nothing!”  Wythe Church has sought out opportunities to become partners in ministry and mission 
locally, regionally, and abroad.  Each year, you provide a Night’s Welcome to the homeless, as well as toys 
and school supplies to those who are financially strapped.  Throughout the year, you collect and distribute 
clothing; household items, and food! 
 

“I thank my God every time I remember you!”  I’ll admit it: I’m gratified when someone expresses apprecia-
tion for a sermon that touched them.  But what you may not realize is just how much difference it makes that 
you are such attentive worshippers.  Seeing the expressions on your faces, whether we are sharing a poignant 
moment, a laughable incident, or nodding in agreement with a particular point makes all the difference!  
Wythe Church has long enjoyed a wonderful music program, thanks in large part to the legacy left by my 
predecessors.  Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, Children’s Choir, Liturgical Dancers, Instrumentalists… We have 
been blessed abundantly!  Most recently, we have made a welcome change, to serve Communion more fre-
quently.  And this suggestion came from the members, not from me! 
 

Time and space will not allow me to say all that is in my heart.  As I complete this leg of the relay, please 
know this: I am so proud of you!  Wythe’s leaders are doing a fine job of stepping up!  Please pray for them; 
support them in their efforts, and offer your assistance whenever and however you can.  If they make decisions  
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December Luncheon  

December 3 at 11:30 a.m. 
At the home of Jo Sinclair 
Bring a gift to exchange! 

Cookie Exchange! 
December 5 at 3:00 p.m. 

At the home of Jo Sinclair. 
Bring a batch of cookies to 

 exchange and an extra plate to take 
home your new assortment of  

holiday cookies. 
December 12 at 8:00 a.m. 

 P.W. Circle 
December 1 at 12:00 p.m. 

At the home of Shirley Davis 
119 Watkins Drive 

Bring a small gift to exchange 

From the Treasurer: The offering envelopes for 2010 will be in the narthex the last Sunday of the month.  
If you did not turn in a pledge card but would like envelopes, please call Christine Maculley or let an usher 
know.  We will get a set of envelopes to you. 
  

The church books will close at 12 noon on December 30th.  For tax purposes, all contributions for tax year 
2009 must be in the office by that time.  If you mail in a contribution, please allow time for the mail to get it 
to the church. 

Wythe  
T-Shirts  
are here! 

Since the T-shirts have been so  
popular, another order is being 
put together. If you would like 

one, please see Beverley Peterson
-Allen. They are $8 each. 

 

Newsletter Note from Skip Cothran: 
 

To my dear brothers and sisters in Christ at Wythe Presbyterian.  “I always than God for you because of his 
grace given you in Christ Jesus.  For in him you have been enriched in everyway- in all your speaking and in 
all your knowledge- because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.”  1 Cor 1; 4-6 NIV.  There has 
never been any question in our hearts, that for us, Wythe was like a promised land from a long time in the des-
sert, as God prepared Suzy and me for our ministry there.  I’m grateful to have had the opportunity to serve 
and grow with you.  For those folk who have allowed me to serve Christ with you; “Soul Food Café”, Men of 
the Church, Fellowship Committee along with the Kitchen Crew, Makemie Woods projects and Stewardship, 
it has been a joy to work with you.  Thank you for sharing your faith sto’rees (Ha! Shirley you have been a 
good Shepherd).  When opening assembly is singing 100 and 101, remember…for I DO love to tell the story.  
Regardless of our future hopes in Christ, we shall always remember and continue to be in fellowship (some 
folks in the same boat).   Blessings dear friends! 
Skip 

Happenings in December: 

that are not always exactly to your liking, please go directly to them and ask politely what led to the decision.  
Presbyterian Elders rarely make a decision without prayerful and thoughtful consideration.  I hope you will 
commit yourself to pray for your next pastors, as well.  First, for your Interim Pastor, who will probably be 
with your 18-24 months, and also for the next called and installed Pastor as well.  Welcome them into your 
homes and your hearts.  Love them and they will love you! 
 

Our Music Director recently introduced us to a Praise Song that has become my newest favorite: “He who be-
gan a good work in you will be faithful to complete it.”  (Phil.1:6)  My heart is at peace when I remember this.  
God is faithful.  God works for our good in every situation.  I do not 
have to be anxious about you or your future.  God has been at work in 
this church long before I arrived, and he will continue to guide and di-
rect your every step if you will ask him.  Finally, “Do not dwell on the 
former things; do you not perceive it?  God is about to do a new thing!” 



November 

 

Cub Scout Pack 320 
 

The Scouts continue to do their best everyday! We had 
a wonderful Rocket day at Armstrong where the kids 
made some really cool rockets out of 2-Liters and then 
let them soar! 
 

The Bears are having a great time learning about fa-
mous Americans and Endangered Species!  
 

Come on out and visit a den Thursday night! 

Girl Scout Troop 1327 
 

Dec  5 Saturday: The Nutcracker ballet performance  
Dec 12 Saturday: Swimming Badge 
Dec 19 Saturday: Ski Trip to Wintergreen ($75). Meet 
at Kiln Creek Kmart at 7 am and return at 9:30 pm 
Jan 8-9: Second Annual Cookie Rally sleepover at  
Wythe Pres Church 6pm – 8am Begin taking orders at 
9am on Saturday!!!!! 

  

The Christian Education Committee 
 

The Christian Education Committee and 
the Fellowship Committee are hosting 
our annual pot-luck Christmas dinner on 
Sunday, December 13, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. 
It will be followed with our Christmas 
play, entitled “Christmas Joy” and our annual talent 
show, “Wythe's Got Talent.” Please contact Joanne 

Julian if you would like to help the children prepare for their play, and 
Cindy Levy if you would like to participate in our talent show. Talent can 
include anything related to the holidays, general talent you would like to 
share with the congregation, and any humorous tribute you would like to 
make to Suzy Cothran for her long and talented career at Wythe PC. A 
sign up sheet will be in the hall. 
 

The Fellowship Committee is also organizing our an-
nual Christmas Carol event for the shut-ins on Sunday, 
December 20, 2009 from 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 

Refreshments will follow. 

In Memory of Loved Ones 
David Carter 

 

LOVE 
 

I love you,  
Not only for what you are, 
But for what I am 
When I am with you. 
 

I love you, 
Not only for what 
You have made of yourself, 
But for what 
You are making of me. 
 

I love you 
For the part of me 
That you bring out; 
I love you 
For putting your hand 
Into my heaped-up heart 
And passing over 
All the foolish, weak things 
That you can’t help 
Dimly seeing there, 
And for drawing out 
Into the light 
All the beautiful belongings 
That no one else had looked 
Quite far enough to find. 
 

I love you because you 
Are helping me to make 
Of the lumber of my life 
Not a tavern 
But a temple; 
Out of the works 
Of my every day 
Not a reproach 
But a song… 
 

AUTHOR UNKNOWN 

In honor of Wythe Presbyterian Church, Skip  & Suzy 
have made a Christmas gift to Heifer International 
(www.heifer.org.), providing livestock and training to 
struggling people around the world so they can be-
come more self-reliant for food and income.  May this 
gift, “a Share of Joy to the World Collection”, of live-

stock, bring you joy as it brings hope to families in need.  Our thanks to 
Wythe for sharing in His work!  Blessings, Skip & Suzy  

Poinsettias! 
 

It’s that time of year again! 
Wythe will be ordering poin-
settias for Christmas! If you 
would like to order one, they 
are $12 a piece. Order forms 
are will be in the church bul-

letin as well as on the Flower Calendar. All orders 
are due by Dec. 6th. Please pay when you order. 
Contact Jackie Swan with questions at 357-7813.  





 

 

Mission Dinner 
2009 

Bill Still and Evon Thornton 

Marg Jensen and Liz Tunstall 

John Muir and Laring (Refugee 
from Myanmar) 

Susan Castle, Peninsula 
Agency on Aging 

Bill Still, Jeff Cleveland, Rev. Art Jensen 
and Marg Jensen 

The Witness and Mission Committee 
 

The Christmas season is upon us, and reminds us of how blessed we are to 
be able to share God's bounty with others, especially the less fortunate in 
our midst and in our world. The Witness and Mission Committee can help 
with a lot of ideas for thoughtful giving during this special time: 
  

Toy Drive:   Help put big grins and smiles on children's 
faces this Christmas! Boxes will be placed in the church to 
collect unwrapped toys from December 1st through the 13th 
for needy children in the area. Please remember not to bring 
anything that promotes violence.   

  

Christmas Joy Gift Offering:   Please give prayerful 
thought to  participating in this traditional seasonal offering 
during worship services on December 13th or December 
20th. The offering provides financial assistance to church 
workers during crisis, and also supports Presbyterian Racial 
Ethnic Schools and Colleges. 
  

Alternative Giving:   Consider honoring a family member or a friend with 
a charitable gift. Witness and Mission's bulletin board is full of suggested 
charities that serve our local community and our world. The alternate giv-
ing form will guide you through this process, and your gift will be reported 
to you and IRS along with your other giving through the church. The Wit-
ness and Mission Committee will send a Christmas Card to your honoree 
telling them about your special gift through them.   
  

Looking back on the year, there are so many things for which to be thank-
ful, and too many people in the congregation who have supported our min-
istries and events to thank each of you individually. Please know that all 
you have done has been important and greatly appreciated: the clothes for 
Carver and the school uniforms, the huge turnout for A Nights Welcome, 
all the food and money collected for H.E.L.P. each first Sunday, school 
supplies, special events for H.E.L.P. meetings and screenings, giving 
through special offerings, and participation in The Home Mission celebra-
tions.  A very special thank you goes to Pastor Suzy, who has been with 
the Witness and Mission committee's activities every step of the way from 
the inspiration/planning stage to participating in the event. Her heart for 
mission, giving and her support in every facet of our ministry has been 
truly inspirational! 
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Wythe Presbyterian Church (USA) 
“The Little Church with the Big Heart!” 

December 2009 

Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 
151 Robinson Road 
Hampton, VA 23661 
Phone: 757-245-3593 
Fax: 757-245-1606 
wythepres@wythepresbyterian.org 
Website: www.wythepresbyterian.org 

OUR CHURCH STAFF:  
Reverend Susan Cothran, Pastor 
John Caleb McClure, Admin. Ass’t. 
Glenn Winters, Choir &  
 Praise Team Director 
Jeanne Peters, Organist 
Christine Maculley, Treasurer 
Norma Topping, Director,  
 Helen G. Muir Child  
 Development Center 
Norris “Mac” McKoy, Custodian 
In case of immediate pastoral need, 

call 575-0122. 
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December 13, 2009 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
 

11:00 a.m. Christmas Cantata 
 

5:30 p.m. Christmas Pot-luck Dinner 
 

followed with, 
 

The Christmas Play entitled “Christmas Joy” 
 

then, 
 

Wythe Presbyterian’s Talent Show 
 

Bring a friend and come out for some Christmas fun! 


